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Fall 2020 Lighthouse Lessons- 8 Great Chapters of the New Testament 

1. Ephs 2 - Reconciliation unto the Father Sept 27 

2. 2 Cor 5 - The New Man Oct 4 

3. 1 Peter 1 - Born into a Living Hope Oct 11 

4. John 15 - Abiding in Christ Oct 18 

5. Romans 8 - Life in the Spirit Oct 25 

6. Matthew 5 - Kingdom Principles Nov 1 

7. Hebrews 12 - The King’s Discipline of His Own Nov 8 

8. Rev 5 - The Kingdom Glory of the Son Nov 15 

Phil 4 Bonus Chapter for Thanksgiving Week 

 

Note: The overview of each book comes from the Ministry of Pastor Chuck 

Swindoll found at their website Insight.org/resources.  

All Scriptures are from the New American Standard Bible 

 

Pastor John will be preaching and teaching on each chapter the Sunday 

before your LH meeting. Please bring your study to church and take notes. 

This will help you prepare during your daily study time that week also.  

 

 
8 Great Chapters of the New Testament Introduction 
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In the study of these Great Chapters, we will not approach them just to gain 
an intellectual understanding of the material, but we want to glean truths 
that will minister to us. The Word of God is intended to change us and 
cause us to grow in relationship with God and people. Our thoughts, 
perspectives and core beliefs are to be shaped by God’s Holy Word. I have 
declared a little saying many times in my walk with God, when 
circumstances conflict with the promises and character of God. “Father, it is 
as you say”. We defer to God’s Word, of which Jesus declared, “the Word 
of the Lord abides forever.” Let the Word work on you, let it challenge 
you and shape you and then live by it.  
 
We are instructed that God, “has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by 
lust.” 2 Pt.1:4 
 
By faith we “lay hold” of these Promises to activate them in our lives. Most 
of the promises require some degree of our faith. Without laying hold of the 
promises by faith, though they be true- they are inactive in our personal 
lives.  
 
Principles on the other hand are active whether we have faith or not. 
Principles in the Word of God describe how things work. For instance, 
“What so ever a man sows, that shall he reap” is in operation whether a 
person wants it or not. It just is.  
 
Other portions of the Word of God reveal the character and nature of God 
thus providing a series of Portraits of who He is. These truths become the 
foundation of our belief in God.  
 
It is critical to have correct interpretations of the Word of God. Many in this 
day manipulate the Word to say what they want it to say. We must 
accurately interpret the Word in the light of the rest of the Scriptures. What 
was God speaking to the original audience? What was the context of the 
message being sent to them? This provides the foundation for making 
accurate interpretations in our here and now.  
 
Lastly, may we have the attitude of a miner digging for gold. Anticipate 
finding spiritual “Gold nuggets” which increase the wealth of your 
revelation, growth and inspiration. May we draw closer to our Father 
through Jesus by the Holy Spirit.  
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Gold nugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

 

Week 1   Ephesians  

Who wrote the book? 

For a brief time at the end of his second missionary journey, and then for 
more than two years on his third missionary journey, Paul ministered to the 
church at Ephesus (Acts 18:18–21; 19:1–41). During his time in this city 
that housed the famous temple to the Greek goddess Artemis, Paul saw 
many converted to faith in Jesus Christ and many others who opposed his 
preaching in the synagogues and homes. One prominent silversmith, 
Demetrius, who made implements for the worship of Artemis, found his 
business suffering greatly because people were converting to Christianity. 
The ensuing near-riot led Paul to leave the city, but only after the apostle 
had done much to stabilize and grow the Christian community there. 

Where are we? 

Paul wrote the letter to the Ephesians sometime in AD 60–61, around the 
same time he wrote Colossians and Philemon, as he sent all three letters 
by the hand of Tychicus, accompanied by Onesimus (Ephesians 
6:21; Colossians 4:7–9; Philemon 1:10–12). It was during this time that 
Paul sat in Rome undergoing his first Roman imprisonment (Ephesians 
3:1; 4:1), making Ephesians one of the four epistles commonly known as 
the Prison Epistles. The others are Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. 

Why is Ephesians so important? 

Second Corinthians and Galatians abound with personal touches from 
Paul, either about his own life or that of the recipients. Ephesians, on the 
other hand, stands at the opposite end of the spectrum as one of Paul’s 
most formal letters. While Galatians offers instructions particularly 
important for those churches overrun with legalism, Ephesians deals with 
topics at the very core of what it means to be a Christian—both in faith and 
in practice—regardless of any particular problem in the community. 
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What's the big idea? 

Paul divided his letter to the Ephesians into two clear segments; applying 
the truths of the first makes possible the actions and lifestyle of the second. 
Paul spent the first three chapters of the letter discussing God’s creation of 
a holy community by His gift of grace in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The members of this community have been chosen by God through 
the work of Christ, adopted as sons and daughters of God, and brought 
near to the Father through faith in His Son. All people with this faith—Jews 
and Gentiles alike—were dead in their transgressions and sins but have 
been made alive because of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

While Paul was not responding to a particular theological or moral problem, 
he wanted to protect against future problems by encouraging the 
Ephesians to mature in their faith. So after laying out profound theological 
truths in the first half of the book, Paul made his purpose clear: he 
expected that this community of faith would walk in accordance with its 
heavenly calling (Ephesians 4:1). As a result of the theological realities 
Christians accept by their faith in God, several practices should follow in 
their relationships within the church, in the home, and in the world. 

 

How do I apply this? 

The book of Ephesians hits on a wide range of moral and ethical behaviors, 
designed to ensure believers are living up to our heavenly calling. As we 
continue in our faith from day to day, month to month, and year to year, the 
temptation to get comfortable will always exist. However, Paul presented 
the gift of God in Christ and the benefits we receive so clearly that we 
cannot help but ask ourselves if our lives reflect that reality as they should. 

How have you grown in your Christian life since you came to faith in Jesus 
Christ? The latter half of Ephesians makes clear that spiritual growth 
occurs primarily in community with others, iron sharpening iron (Proverbs 
27:17). Your Christian “walk” (in other words, your daily life) is to be 
characterized by unity, holiness, love, wisdom, and perseverance in 
spiritual warfare. 

Maturity yields benefits in believers’ moral lives, but it extends far beyond 
that as well. Increased maturity benefits the community at large, leading us 
as Christians to present a more consistent witness to the working of God in 
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our lives as well as protecting us from the harmful divisions and quarrels 
that have plagued so many communities throughout history. 
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Ep. Chapter 2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which 

you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 

flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we 

were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 

with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to 

come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so 

that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 

would walk in them. 

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are 

called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed 

in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were at that time 

separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
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strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in 

the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far 

off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our 

peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the 

dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of 

commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make 

the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile 

them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death 

the enmity. 17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR 

AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 18 for through Him we both 

have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 

longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 

are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in 

whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a 

holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into 

a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 



 10 

7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week.
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Week 2   Corinthians  

Who wrote the book? 

Paul wrote 2 Corinthians at a vulnerable time in his life. He had learned that 
the church at Corinth was struggling, and he sought to take action to 
preserve the unity of that local body of believers. The letter is riddled with 
personal comments as Paul revealed details about the persecution he had 
suffered for the sake of Christ as well as about a mysterious thorn in the 
flesh that kept him reliant on God. 

Where are we? 

After sending Timothy off from Ephesus to deliver the letter of 1 
Corinthians, Paul, in his concern for the church, made a quick visit of his 
own to Corinth. Afterward, Paul returned to his work in Ephesus, where he 
wrote a sorrowful letter to the Corinthians that has not been preserved 
(see 2 Corinthians 2:1–11; 7:8). Paul then departed for Macedonia. Once 
there, he received a good report from Titus regarding the Corinthians 
(7:13), which led Paul to write a fourth letter to them, titled “2 Corinthians” 
in the Bible. (See 1 Corinthians page to read about Paul’s first two letters to 
the Corinthians.) The apostle composed this letter near the end of AD 56, 
possibly in the city of Philippi. 

Why is Second Corinthians so important? 

This letter offers a great deal of personal insight into Paul’s life that is not 
present in any other New Testament book. However, in chapters 8 and 9, 
his letter also clearly reveals God’s plan for His people to give to others. 
Paul first focused on the generous example of the Macedonian churches, 
largely Gentile, who gave to their Jewish Christian brothers and sisters in 
Jerusalem. Then he exhorted the Corinthian believers to make donations of 
their own to the work in Jerusalem. Several realities about Christian giving 
become clear in these two chapters: Christians give generously according 
to, and at times beyond, their financial abilities; Christians give their money 
across racial and national lines; Christians who make commitments to give 
should follow through with those promises; and Christians should give 
cheerfully, rather than under compulsion. 
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What's the big idea? 

The church at Corinth had recently been struggling with divisions and 
quarrels. But for a majority of the believers, the problem had been solved 
by the time Paul wrote 2 Corinthians. Many had repented of their sinful 
ways and had come back into unity with one another and with the 
leadership of Paul. 

However, Paul still felt the need to articulate a defense of his apostleship 
and his message. Some in the church had apparently taken his meekness 
among them to be a sign of moral weakness or lack of authority (2 
Corinthians 10:1–2). These accusations led Paul to defend himself by 
arguing that he was on the same level of importance as the other apostles, 
that he had deep knowledge of the Christian faith, that he had suffered 
profound physical punishment in the name of Christ, and that he had 
received visions and revelations from God (11:1–12:13). 

How do I apply this? 

Just as Paul wrote to the Corinthians in the wake of their repentance from 
divisions and quarrels, the message for today is clear: living in unity 
requires us to humbly forgive one another and to follow our leaders. 
Second Corinthians reminds us that even as Christians, we hurt each other 
and need to forgive those who wrong us (2 Corinthians 2:7). That Paul was 
willing to exhort the Corinthian believers to forgive those who had fallen 
away and repented, even as he defended his own apostleship against a 
vocal opposition, illustrates the apostle’s commitment to this way of life 
among God’s people. 

In what ways do you struggle to forgive others and/or to follow your godly 
leaders? An overinflated sense of ourselves often leads us to strike out on 
our own or hold on to our frustration and anger regarding the choices of 
others. However, just as Paul reminded us of Jesus’s ministry of 
reconciliation (5:17–19), we must seek to reconcile relationships in which 
disunity reigns. Look out for the pitfall of disunity with leaders and other 
believers in your own life while striving to live among all people in humility. 
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2 Co. Chapter 5 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is 

torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. 2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to 

be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it 

on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, 

being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, 

so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who prepared 

us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. 

6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are 

at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, 

not by sight— 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be 

absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 9 Therefore we also 

have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to 

Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to 

what he has done, whether good or bad. 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are 

made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your 

consciences. 12 We are not again commending ourselves to you 

but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an 
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answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 13 For if 

we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for 

you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one 

died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live 

might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again 

on their behalf. 

16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even 

though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him 

in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 

come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, 

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of 

reconciliation. 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making 

an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week.
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Week 3   1 Peter 

Who wrote the book? 

The first word of this epistle, Peter, identifies the author, who called himself 
“an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:1). He wrote this letter to a group of 
Christians scattered throughout the northern areas of Asia Minor, where he 
may have previously preached the gospel. 

Peter wrote to a group of people that probably included both Jews and 
Gentiles. The apostle addressed the letter’s recipients as “aliens” (1:1), a 
word indicating that Peter was speaking not just to Jews or just to Gentiles 
but to Christians who were living their lives in such a way that they would 
have stood out as aliens among the surrounding culture. 

Where are we? 

In this letter, Peter spoke much about persecution, which anticipated the 
persecution he and other Christians would endure in the final years of 
Nero’s reign. At the time he wrote, Peter had not yet been arrested, an 
event that would lead to his martyrdom around AD 66–68. First Peter 
5:13 indicates that Peter sent greetings from the local church—calling it 
“Babylon”—but it’s most likely that the apostle was writing in a common 
metaphor there. He used the name of the ancient Mesopotamian city as a 
stand-in for Rome, the modern city that, like Babylon, gave itself over to 
idol worship and false gods. While the fact is not recorded in the Bible, 
Peter has long been thought to have spent his final years serving the 
church in Rome. Based on the numerous references to suffering and 
persecution in this letter, Peter likely wrote in AD 64, just as the persecution 
of Christians under Nero was ramping up. 

Why is First Peter so important? 

First Peter focuses on the importance of believers bearing up under unjust 
suffering yet continuing to live well (1 Peter 2:20). In this way, 1 Peter might 
be called the Job of the New Testament, providing encouragement for the 
true believer to continue on in the way that Jesus has laid out for all His 
followers. The endurance Peter called these believers to is similar to Job’s, 
a man who suffered despite his righteousness. Peter maintained that this 
was the kind of true perseverance that God expects from His people. 
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What's the big idea? 

Living in close proximity to Jesus Christ for more than three years had 
provided the apostle Peter the best possible example of what it looked like 
to live in holiness amid a hostile world. More than any other man who 
walked the earth, Jesus modeled that lifestyle. Peter therefore pointed his 
readers in the best possible direction, to Jesus Himself. The apostle called 
Christians to “sanctify Christ as Lord” in their hearts, that believers might 
live and act as Jesus desires during their short time here on earth (1 Peter 
3:14–18). This would include submission to authority—even unjust 
authority—in the government, in the home, and in the workplace. Jesus 
becomes the focal point for ordering one’s life in the midst of trials and 
tribulations. By rooting their perseverance in the person and work of Christ, 
believers can always cling to hope in the midst of suffering. 

How do I apply this? 

Unjust or unforeseen suffering is one of the great problems that grips the 
hearts of people today. We struggle with frustration, anger, and uncertainty 
when trials strange and unexpected land on our doorsteps. Too often in 
those most difficult moments of our lives, confusion reigns while 
contentment wanes; questions arise while prayer subsides. 

How do you react when suffering comes? Many crumble at the mere 
thought of another pain or trial. Others rise to the occasion. Most of us are 
probably somewhere in between. Peter’s encouragement to his Christian 
readers is one of perseverance in faith. It isn’t enough for us to simply get 
up every morning and trudge through each day; neither is it advisable to 
paste a smile on our faces and ignore troubles. Instead, the lesson of 1 
Peter is to push through the troubles, recognizing their temporary presence 
in our lives while walking in holiness and hope as people of faith. 

So press on! It is in the darkest times that our collective light shines 
brightest. 
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1 Peter Chapter 1, Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside 

as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 

and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and 

be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest 

measure. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 

to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will 

not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the 

power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of 

your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though 

tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love 

Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly 

rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of 

your faith the salvation of your souls. 
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10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would 

come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what 

person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as 

He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 12 It was 

revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these 

things which now have been announced to you through those 

who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—

things into which angels long to look. 

13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix 

your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 

lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who 

called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is 

written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 

17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to 

each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on 

earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like 

silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 

forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 

spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the 
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foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of 

you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the 

dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere 

love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you 

have been born again not of seed which is perishable but 

imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For, 

“ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, 

AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS. 

THE GRASS WITHERS, 

AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF, 

25 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER.” 

And this is the word which was preached to you. 

 

 



 22 

 
As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

Week 4    The Gospel of John 

Who wrote the book? 

Not surprisingly, the gospel of John never provides the name of its author. 
Such identifications were not made in any of the other three biblical gospels 
either. However, two significant factors point to the identification of John as 
the author. First, the book itself identifies the author as the disciple whom 
Jesus loved. This description likely pointed to John for three reasons: the 
author had to be one of the twelve disciples because he was an eyewitness 
to the events in the gospel (John 21:24); he was probably one of the inner 
circle of three disciples (James, John, and Peter) because he was among 
the first Mary told of the resurrection (20:1–10); and this disciple is 
distinguished from Peter in the book, while James died too soon after the 
resurrection to be the author. 

The second significant evidence for John’s authorship is the unanimous 
testimony of early Christians, among them the second-century Christian 
Irenaeus, who declared that John was the disciple who laid his head on 
Jesus—the disciple “whom Jesus loved” (13:23)—and the author of the 
gospel. 

Where are we? 

In Christian tradition, John’s gospel has always been referred to as the 
fourth gospel, meaning it was composed after the other three. Polycarp, a 
second-century Christian martyr who knew John personally, told Irenaeus 
that John had written the book during the apostle’s time serving the church 
in Ephesus. These factors suggest that John wrote the book between AD 
85 and AD 95. 

Why is John so important? 

John did not include the nativity story in his gospel; instead, he introduced 
his book by going back even further into history. Invoking the “in the 
beginning” language of Genesis 1:1, John made a direct link between the 
nature of God and the nature of the Word, Jesus Christ. The emphasis on 
the deity of Christ is a striking quality of John’s gospel. It also comes 
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through clearly elsewhere in the book, particularly in John 8:58 when Jesus 
claimed the divine name—“I am”—for Himself, which led an angry mob of 
Jews to try and kill Him for blasphemy. 

What's the big idea? 

While the other three gospels portray Jesus as the King, the Servant, and 
the Son of Man, John portrays Jesus as the Son of God. John stated his 
theme more clearly than any of the other gospel writers. He wrote so that 
his readers might “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,” so that 
they may have life in His name (John 20:31). To accomplish that goal, John 
presented a riveting and distinctive picture of Jesus Christ, one in complete 
unity with the portraits in the other three gospels, but one that also adds 
significantly to the Bible’s revelation of Jesus Christ, the God-man. 

John used a variety of techniques to communicate to his readers the nature 
of Jesus. These include his citation of Jesus’s seven “I am” statements, in 
which Jesus spoke of Himself in terms such as “the Light of the world” 
(8:12), “the resurrection and the life” (11:25), and “the way, and the truth, 
and the life” (14:6). Much of John’s gospel (chapters 2–12) might be called 
the Book of Signs, as it recounts Jesus’s performing of seven different 
miracles—such as the turning water to wine at Cana and raising Lazarus 
from the dead at Bethany. These miracles illustrate His identity as the Son 
of God. 

 

How do I apply this? 

Jesus’s identity as the divine Son of God sets Him apart from any other 
man who ever lived. He carries with Him the transcendence that comes 
only with God Himself. Therefore, His work on our behalf makes our 
salvation sure. Because He is God, His sacrifice on the cross has eternal 
implications, unlike the limited effect of the animal sacrifices in the Old 
Testament. Jesus, the God-man, has atoned for our sins. We can place our 
confidence in Him because of His divine nature. 

For readers of John’s gospel, the question is a simple, though significant, 
one: Do you believe that Jesus is Lord? If you believe, you will receive 
eternal life, claiming the truth that you will one day live in the presence of 
God in a place with no more pain, no more tears, and no more death. 
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John Chapter 15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is 

the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes 

away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear 

more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have 

spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you 

abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me 

and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If 

anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; 

and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If 

you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 

fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I 

have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, 

you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments 

and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you so that My joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 

Disciples’ Relation to Each Other 
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12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have 

loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life 

for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command you. 15 No 

longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My 

Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me but I chose 

you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 

would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may 

give to you. 17 This I command you, that you love one another. 

Disciples’ Relation to the World 

18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it 

hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because 

of this the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 

slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all 

these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not 

know the One who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they 

would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who 

hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works 
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which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both 

seen and hated Me and My Father as well. 25 But they have done this to 

fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.’ 

26 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that 

is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about 

Me, 27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the 

beginning. 
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

Week 5    The Book of Romans 

Who wrote the book? 

Paul had never been to Rome when he wrote the letter to the Romans, 
though he had clearly expressed his desire to travel there in the near future 
(Acts 19:21; Romans 1:10–12). The apostle greeted twenty-six different 
people by name, personalizing a letter from a man who would have been a 
personal stranger to most of the recipients. No doubt they had heard of 
Paul and would have been honored by the letter, but Paul always took 
opportunities to personally connect with his audience so that the message 
of the gospel might be better received. 

Where are we? 

The apostle Paul wrote to the Romans from the Greek city of Corinth in AD 
57, just three years after the 16-year-old Nero had ascended to the throne 
as Emperor of Rome. The political situation in the capital had not yet 
deteriorated for the Roman Christians, as Nero wouldn’t begin his 
persecution of them until he made them scapegoats after the great Roman 
fire in AD 64. Therefore, Paul wrote to a church that was experiencing a 
time of relative peace, but a church that he felt needed a strong dose of 
basic gospel doctrine. 

Writing from Corinth, Paul likely encountered a diverse array of people and 
practices—from gruff sailors and meticulous tradesmen to wealthy idolaters 
and enslaved Christians. The prominent Greek city was also a hotbed of 
sexual immorality and idol worship. So, when Paul wrote in Romans about 
the sinfulness of humanity or the power of God’s grace to miraculously and 
completely change lives, he knew that of which he spoke. It was played out 
before his eyes every day. 

Why is Romans so important? 

The letter to the Romans stands as the clearest and most systematic 
presentation of Christian doctrine in all the Scriptures. Paul began by 
discussing that which is most easily observable in the world—the sinfulness 
of all humanity. All people have been condemned due to our rebellion 
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against God. However, God in His grace offers us justification by faith in 
His Son, Jesus. When we are justified by God, we receive redemption, or 
salvation, because Christ’s blood covers our sin. But Paul made it clear that 
the believer’s pursuit of God doesn’t stop with salvation; it continues as 
each of us is sanctified—made holy—as we persist in following Him. Paul’s 
treatment of these issues offers a logical and complete presentation of how 
a person can be saved from the penalty and power of his or her sin. 

What's the big idea? 

The primary theme running through Paul’s letter to the Romans is the 
revelation of God’s righteousness in His plan for salvation, what the Bible 
calls the gospel: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But 
the righteous man shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16–17) 
Paul showed how human beings lack God’s righteousness because of our 
sin (1–3), receive God’s righteousness when God justifies us by faith (4–5), 
demonstrate God’s righteousness by being transformed from rebels to 
followers (6–8), confirm His righteousness when God saves the Jews (9–
11), and apply His righteousness in practical ways throughout our lives 
(12–16). 

 

How do I apply this? 

The structure of Romans provides a hint into the importance of the book in 
our everyday lives. Beginning with eleven chapters of doctrine, the book 
then transitions into five chapters of practical instruction. This union 
between doctrine and life illustrates for Christians the absolute importance 
of both what we believe and how we live out those beliefs. Does your day-
to-day life mirror the beliefs you hold, or do you find yourself in a constant 
battle with hypocrisy? Take heed of the doctrine you find within the pages 
of Romans, but don’t forget to put it into practice as well. 

 

 



 31 

Romans Chapter 8 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 

you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law could not 

do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the 

flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do 

not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who 

are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind 

set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and 

peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does 

not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 

not belong to Him. 10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 

sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who 

dwells in you. 
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12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, 

you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. 14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these 

are sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to 

fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we 

cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be 

glorified with Him. 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious 

longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 

of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set 

free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers 

the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 

within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption 
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of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is 

not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for 

what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 

Our Victory in Christ 

26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows 

what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are called according 

to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 

become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 

the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He 

also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom 

He justified, He also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, 

how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring a 
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charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one 

who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, 

who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 

separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is 

written, 

“FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; 

WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 

37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who 

loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 



 36 

7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

Week 6.    The Gospel of Matthew 

Who wrote the book? 

While Matthew did not sign his own name to “his” gospel, the early church 
uniformly attested to the apostle’s authorship of the book. As early as AD 
140, a Christian named Papias wrote that Matthew had compiled the 
sayings of the Lord in Hebrew (presumably before Matthew translated them 
into Greek for a larger audience). 

Matthew’s name appears in all the biblical lists of the twelve apostles, 
though Mark and Luke refer to him as Levi. His history as a tax collector 
distinguished him from the other apostles, and immediately after his call to 
follow Jesus—an event he recorded in Matthew 9:9—Matthew hosted a 
feast for Jesus in his home with an invitation list made up of Matthew’s 
sinful friends. Apparently, Matthew did not think it odd that Jesus and he 
would associate with the sinful and downtrodden of society. 

Where are we? 

Matthew is the most Jewish-centric of the four gospels. The apostle 
regularly invoked the writings of the Old Testament prophets in an effort to 
illustrate Jesus’s identity as Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. 

However, the gospel of Matthew has been notoriously difficult to date. 
Several factors speak to a date ranging from AD 60–65. First of all, the 
book makes no mention of the destruction of the temple, an event which 
occurred in AD 70. Such a cataclysmic event likely would have received 
some comment, particularly in a book so clearly influenced by Judaism. 
The largely Jewish character of the book also suggests it was written at a 
time when much of the evangelism by Christians was directed more 
exclusively at Jews, something that became less and less common as the 
decades passed. Finally, many scholars believe Mark to have been the first 
gospel composed, making it most probable that Matthew was written soon 
after. 
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Why is Matthew so important? 

The apostle Matthew, a Jew himself, offered a decidedly Jewish 
perspective on the ministry of Jesus. He included more than fifty direct 
citations—and even more indirect allusions—from the Old Testament. This 
exceeds any of the other gospels and indicates that Matthew had the 
Jewish population in mind when he sat down to write. Matthew’s extensive 
connections between Jesus and the Old Testament provide ample 
prophetic evidence for Jesus’s ministry but also give contemporary readers 
a glimpse into how first-century readers approached the Old Testament 
with a Christ-centered mind-set. 

In addition, Matthew’s gospel answers the question on the mind of every 
Jewish reader: “If Jesus is the King of the Jews, then where is God’s 
promised kingdom?” Matthew reveals that Jesus did offer the kingdom to 
Israel, but the offer was rejected (Matthew 4:17; 16:13–28; 21:42–43). 
God’s primary work in the world is now accomplished through the building 
of Christ’s church, after which Jesus will come again to earth and establish 
His kingdom—ruling the world from Israel. 

What's the big idea? 

Matthew wrote his account of Jesus’s ministry to show that Jesus was and 
is indeed the King, Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. He reflected this concern 
in his opening line, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). From there, Matthew 
consistently took his readers back to the Old Testament, providing Old 
Testament testimony regarding the birth of Jesus, Bethlehem as the 
location of Jesus’s birth, the flight to Egypt, Herod’s slaughter of the infants, 
and the beginning of Jesus’s ministry. In a world where many in the Jewish 
community had claimed the role of Messiah for themselves, Matthew’s 
commitment to grounding the life of Jesus in the Old Testament raised 
Jesus above the multitude of these false messiahs. The apostle painted a 
portrait of our Lord that highlights His uniqueness among all others to ever 
walk this earth. 

How do I apply this? 

After enduring four hundred years of prophetic silence, God’s people must 
have wondered whether or not He had deserted them. After centuries of 
regular communication from God, the people found themselves without a 
genuine prophet or spokesman for God. However, the ministries of John 
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and Jesus reminded God’s people that He had not forgotten them. God’s 
silence during that period was merely a precursor to pulling the linchpin of 
His redemptive plan. God hadn’t forgotten—He remembered His people. 
Matthew made that clear. 

It was true then, and it is certainly true today. Do you ever feel as though 
God has deserted you or that He sits in silence in the face of your 
requests? As we read through the pages of Matthew, not only do we see 
Jesus Christ revealed as Israel’s King and Messiah, but His coming to 
earth as God in the flesh reminds us of His deep love for us. Now 
resurrected and ascended, the Lord Jesus will always be with us, even to 
the end of time (Matthew 28:20). 

Christ’s commission to His followers is still His mandate to us today: “Make 
disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). Christ’s work of building His 
church is the work He does through each of us. 
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Mt. Chapter 5 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 

and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth 

and began to teach them, saying, 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely 

say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
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your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

Disciples and the World 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to 

be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor 

does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 

and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before 

men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father who is in heaven. 

17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not 

come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth 

pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all 

is accomplished. 19 Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 

commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in 

the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
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20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Personal Relationships 

21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 

MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 But I 

say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty 

before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ 

shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall 

be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. 23 Therefore if you are presenting 

your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, 24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; 

first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present 

your offering. 25 Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you 

are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to 

the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into 

prison. 26 Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have 

paid up the last cent. 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but 

I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has 
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already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye makes 

you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose 

one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown 

into hell. 30 If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from 

you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for 

your whole body to go into hell. 

31 “It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A 

CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; 32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and 

whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

33 “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MAKE 

FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.’ 34 But I say to 

you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or 

by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE 

CITY OF THE GREAT KING. 36 Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you 

cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your statement be, ‘Yes, 

yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil. 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A 

TOOTH.’ 39 But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps 

you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to 
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sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 41 Whoever forces 

you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks of you, and do 

not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and 

hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 

heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love 

you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 

same? 47 If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Therefore you are to be 

perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

Week 7    The Book of Hebrews 

Who wrote the book? 

The author of the letter to the Hebrews remains shrouded in mystery. Even 
early in the church’s history, a Christian as learned as Origen had to admit 
his ignorance of the true author of Hebrews. Several theories regarding the 
author’s identity have been proposed over the years, but all of them contain 
significant problems. 

Most of the churches in the eastern part of the Roman Empire believed 
Paul to have authored the book, leading to its early acceptance into the 
Canon by the churches in those areas. Even though Clement of Rome 
drew much from Hebrews in his late-first-century letter to the Corinthian 
church, many in the Western church pointed away from Paul as the source 
of the book. Authors such as Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, and even Clement 
have been considered as possibilities. The unknown authorship of this 
book should not shake our confidence in its authority. Hebrews makes 
important theological contributions to the biblical Canon, it has been drawn 
upon as sacred Scripture since the late first century, and Christians have 
for two millennia consistently upheld the divine inspiration and, therefore, 
the canonicity of the book of Hebrews. 

Where are we? 

The strongly Jewish character of the letter to the Hebrews helps to narrow 
down its date of composition, most likely AD 64–69. Significantly, the book 
makes no reference to the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem in AD 70, 
and the author wrote as if the sacrificial system were still in existence 
(Hebrews 10:1–2, 11). With its myriad references to Hebrew customs and 
the Old Testament, the book was likely sent to a Jewish Christian 
community, possibly in Rome. 

Why is Hebrews so important? 

Hebrews clearly lays out the present priestly ministry of Christ in the life of 
the believer. Jesus is both the divine Son of God and completely human, 
and in His priestly role He clears the way for human beings to approach the 
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Father in heaven through prayer (Hebrews 4:14–16). The priesthood of 
Jesus is superior to the Old Testament priesthood of Aaron, because only 
through Jesus do we receive eternal salvation (5:1–9). Furthermore, Jesus 
became the permanent and perfect High Priest, going beyond all other 
priests by offering Himself as a sinless sacrifice on behalf of the sins of 
human beings (7:24–26; 9:28). 

What's the big idea? 

Throughout its pages, Hebrews makes clear that Jesus Christ exceeds all 
other people, pursuits, objects, or hopes to which human beings offer 
allegiance. Hebrews pictures Jesus as better than the angels, as bringing 
better lives to humanity through salvation, as offering a better hope than 
the Mosaic Law could promise, as a better sacrifice for our sins than a bull 
or a goat, and as providing a better inheritance in heaven for those who 
place their faith in Him (Hebrews 1:4; 6:9; 7:19; 9:23; 10:34). Jesus is 
indeed superior to all others. 

This message of the superiority of Jesus would have been particularly 
important to Jewish Christians in Rome, who were struggling under Nero’s 
persecution and were considering moving back toward the Mosaic Law. 
The writer to the Hebrews showed these Jewish Christian believers that, 
though they were faced with suffering, they were indeed following a better 
way . . . and they should persevere. 

How do I apply this? 

The ancients created idols fashioned of wood and stone. Modern society 
has set aside that type of idol in favor of new idols—idols of fancy gadgets, 
material wealth, a comfortable lifestyle, and even our children. Human 
beings have seen and experienced the limitless bounty of idolatry, where 
we place some created object or person in the place of the one true God. 
What idols do you hold dear in your life? 

The letter to the Hebrews makes clear that only one Person deserves to 
hold the primary place in our lives. While we are busy idolizing our move up 
the corporate ladder or placing all our hopes in our kids, Jesus offers us a 
better position, a better priest, a better covenant, a better hope, and a 
better sacrifice. 

Only when we give Jesus His rightful place in our lives will everything else 
in life fall into its rightful place. 
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Heb. 12 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 

surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which 

so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 

for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 

has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 

Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

A Father’s Discipline 

4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving 

against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to 

you as sons, 

“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, 

NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 

6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 

AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 
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7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for 

what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are 

without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are 

illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to 

discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject 

to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time 

as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may 

share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, 

but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields 

the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are 

feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is 

lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. 

14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one 

will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; 

that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many 

be defiled; 16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who 

sold his own birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that even 

afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 

found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. 
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Contrast of Sinai and Zion 

18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a 

blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of 

a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who 

heard begged that no further word be spoken to them. 20 For they could not 

bear the command, “IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE 

STONED.” 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I AM FULL OF 

FEAR and trembling.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 

of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to 

the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in 

heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous 

made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to 

the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel. 

The Unshaken Kingdom 

25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not 

escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much 

less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from 

heaven. 26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, 

saying, “YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE 
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HEAVEN.” 27 This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing of 

those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those 

things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive 

a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we 

may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our 

God is a consuming fire.  
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

Week 8   The Book of Revelation 

Who wrote the book? 

The author of Revelation mentioned his name, John, four times throughout 
the book (Revelation 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). Christians throughout history have 
given almost unanimous affirmation to the identity of the book’s author as 
John the apostle, who had been exiled to the island of Patmos by the 
authorities for preaching the gospel in Asia. Some traditions say that the 
Romans dropped John into a vat of boiling oil, but when the apostle did not 
die, they instead banished him to the barren rock of Patmos. 

The title of the book, Revelation, comes from the Greek word for 
apocalypse and refers to an unveiling or a disclosure of something as yet 
unknown. This title is certainly appropriate for the book, a work so 
interested in making known the events of the future. 

Where are we? 

The apostle John wrote the book of Revelation around the year AD 95 from 
his exile on the island of Patmos. He addressed his work to seven Asian 
churches—Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, 
and Laodicea. Because John worked in Ephesus for so many of his later 
years, it would have been natural for him to communicate this vision to the 
churches under his immediate care and influence. Each of those seven 
churches received a message directed specifically to them (chapters 2 and 
3) before John launched into his account of the future which he received in 
his vision from God. 

Why is Revelation so important? 

The book of Revelation provides the clearest biblical portrait of the events 
of the tribulation, dealing with the specifics of that terrible time (chapters 4–
18). The tribulation will be a time of judgment, a time when those left on the 
earth after the rapture will suffer deeply for their nonbelief. John pictured 
this judgment as a series of twenty-one events—inaugurated by the 
breaking of seven seals, the blowing of seven trumpets, and the pouring 
out of seven bowls. This grand judgment on the sinfulness of humanity 
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shows the seriousness with which God views sin—payment will be exacted 
from those not covered by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

What's the big idea? 

While Revelation offers many details on the tribulation—even if they are 
often couched in the mystery of symbolic language—it is the final four 
chapters that dictate the overall message of the book. Revelation 19–
22 portrays Christ’s future triumph over the forces of evil and His re-
creation of the world for the redeemed. Ultimately, the book—and the 
world—end in a final victory for truth and goodness and beauty. 

For the bulk of its sixty-six books, the Bible portrays a world deep in the 
throes of suffering. Human beings have had a problem with sin since the 
fall in Genesis 3, and verse after verse has recorded our problem in 
painstaking detail. The brilliance of Revelation is that it provides a final 
answer to this problem, a hope that Jesus will once and for all heal the 
wounds wrought by sin (Revelation 19), reign for a thousand years on earth 
(Revelation 20), and then re-create the world into a place that represents 
God’s original design (Revelation 21–22). The Bible’s narrative is a simple 
one: creation, fall, re-creation. Without the completion of the redeeming 
work of Jesus recorded in Revelation, we wouldn’t have the end of the 
story, leaving our hope for the future in serious doubt. 

 

How do I apply this? 

Usually when people mention the book of Revelation, they immediately 
think about judgment. And without a doubt, much judgment occurs in the 
book. However, Revelation does not end with judgment. Instead, it provides 
a striking bookend for the entire Bible, which begins in Paradise and ends 
in Paradise. More than judgment on the evildoers, Revelation is a book 
about hope for the faithful in Christ. 

What pains or indignities have you suffered? What broken relationship 
have you wept over? Has death’s sword struck deep into your heart? 
Revelation promises a world where pain and tears and death pass away. 
Revelation reminds us that there is indeed hope beyond the momentary 
trials and struggles of this life. One day the darkness will pass away, and 
we will all dwell in perpetual light. 
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Come quickly, Lord Jesus! God be praised. 

Rev. Chapter 5 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book 

written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. 2 And I saw 

a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open 

the book and to break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or 

under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 4 Then 

I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open 

the book or to look into it; 5 and one of the elders *said to me, “Stop 

weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 

has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.” 

6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the 

elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 

which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 7 And He 

came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the 

throne. 8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and 

the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp 

and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And 

they *sang a new song, saying, 



 55 

“Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, 

and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue 

and people and nation. 

10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they 

will reign upon the earth.” 

Angels Exalt the Lamb 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne 

and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them 

was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud 

voice, 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom 

and might and honor and glory and blessing.” 

13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under 

the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, 

“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor 

and glory and dominion forever and ever.” 

14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell 

down and worshiped. 
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 
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personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 

7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 

(Bonus Chapter for Thanksgiving Week)   The Book of Philippians  

Who wrote the book? 

Paul ministered at Philippi during his second missionary journey, spending 
about three months in the city. The ministry at Philippi marked Paul’s 
entrance into Macedonia, which came about as a result of a vision he had 
in the city of Troas, just across the northeastern corner of the Aegean Sea 
from the port city of Neapolis and its close neighbor Philippi (Acts 16:8–12). 

During this first stay in Philippi—he later briefly visited the city on his third 
missionary journey (20:6)—Paul brought to faith in Christ people who would 
form the core of the burgeoning congregation in the city. Among them were 
Lydia, a businesswoman who opened her home to Paul and his coworkers 
(16:13–15), and the Philippian jailer, who was converted under Paul’s 
ministry after an earthquake miraculously broke open the prison (16:22–
34). 

Where are we? 

Of the four Prison Epistles, Paul likely wrote Philippians last, near the end 
of his Roman imprisonment in AD 61 or 62. Paul sent the other three 
Prison Epistles—Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon—by the hand of 
Tychicus, as their destinations were near one another. However, the letter 
to the Philippians was to be delivered by Epaphroditus, who had come to 
Paul in Rome with financial help from the church at Philippi (Philippians 
2:25; 4:18). But during his time in Rome, Epaphroditus took ill, which 
delayed his return home and, therefore, the delivery of the letter (2:26–27). 
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Why is Philippians so important? 

The apostle Paul did not write Philippians in response to a crisis, as he did 
with Galatians and Colossians. Instead, he wrote to express his 
appreciation and affection for the Philippian believers. More than any other 
church, the believers in Philippi offered Paul material support for his 
ministry (2 Corinthians 8:11; Philippians 4:15–18). Paul’s affection for these 
people is clear throughout the letter as he encouraged them to live out their 
faith in joy and unity (1:3–5, 25–26; 4:1). 

What's the big idea? 

Philippians brims over with often quoted passages: “He who began a good 
work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6), “To 
live is Christ and to die is gain” (1:21), and “I can do all things through Him 
who strengthens me” (4:13) are just a few. But the portrait of Jesus Christ 
as a humble servant serves as the core of Paul’s teaching in this letter 
(2:5–11). 

Paul’s joy at the mere thought of the Philippian church is undeniable in the 
letter, and it’s that same joy that he wanted the recipients to possess as 
well. To lead the Philippians to this truth, Paul took them directly to Jesus, 
teaching them that a community of believers living in harmony with one 
another comes only through mutual humility modeled after the Savior. Paul 
wrote that he poured out his life as an offering for the sake of Christ, 
leading Paul to find great joy and contentment in Christ’s service. His letter 
to the Philippians showed them that by centering their lives on Christ, they, 
too, might live in true joy. 

How do I apply this? 

Though we all have much to be thankful for, the pace and the pressure of 
life often squeeze the joy from us. Our shoulders slumped and our heads 
bowed, we find some days—or months—very difficult to get through. 
Desperate, we often search for joy in all kinds of ways—acquiring 
possessions, visiting places, or seeing people. But none of these can 
provide lasting joy. Where do you find joy in the midst of a trying 
circumstance? 

Paul knew, as did the Philippians, that true joy comes only through humble 
faith in the saving work of Jesus Christ, joining ourselves in harmony with 
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His followers, and serving others in the name of Christ. This was the life 
experienced by the Philippian believers, and it is a life available to us today. 

Allow the joy you find in Christ to keep you from useless quarrels and 
divisions and to instead guide you into harmonious relationships with God’s 
people. 

 

 

(Bonus Chapter for Thanksgiving Week) 

Phil Chapter 4 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy 

and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, 

true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my 

struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest 

of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus. 
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8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 

there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these 

things. 9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in 

me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your 

concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked 

opportunity. 11 Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content 

in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along with humble 

means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 

circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, 

both of having abundance and suffering need. 13 I can do all things through 

Him who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless, you have done well to share with 

me in my affliction. 

15 You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the 

gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of 

giving and receiving but you alone; 16 for even in Thessalonica you sent a 

gift more than once for my needs. 17 Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek 

for the profit which increases to your account. 18 But I have received 

everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having 
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received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an 

acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply all 

your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our 

God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet 

you. 22 All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household. 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  
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As you read each of these Great Chapters of the New Testament: 

1. Spend your devotions daily in this chapter. Use the chapter to read 

and re-read, study and dig some more. Offer up Prayer and Praise to 

God from what is contained in this chapter.  

2. Begin each chapter by reading the overview of the book first; every 

verse is contained in the context of a chapter. Context is important to 

interpret the Word of God correctly and the overview helps provide 

that context.  

3. Look for and identify some of the Portraits, Promises and Principles in 

each chapter. Write personal notes beside them in your booklet.  

4. Can you Identify a verse that may stand as the center-piece, the 

central thought of this chapter? 

5. What are the “hot points”, “the highlights” the “major truths contained 

in this chapter? Identify any foundational theology upon which our 

faith is built.  

6. Personal Application: What inspirations do you receive? What 

instructions are you to follow? Identify at least one “Goldnugget” to 

take away from this chapter, something of great value to you 

personally. What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you personally through 

this chapter? 
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7. Make notes in your booklet and then come to your group ready to 

share with your group about your study this week. 


